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Habitat ¢

The Swift is
long aerody
life in the sk
flying, only
Its broad mc
insects and s

It is a long-dis
in sub-Sahara
and common ac
countries.

Breeding in
Swifts can be seen fro
areas. Swifts breed reg

Gwann as well as in the cre
Mdina.

Breeding behaviour
Swifts nest mainly in buildings but have al
build a nest cup from small pieces of \
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Where you can install the nest box?

Ideally placed in a high location with a clear front, such as
building. The box should be placed under the eaves,
above the ground. o
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~How to
Swift

Materials

Wood plank of at least
15mm thick to provide
enough insulation - ideally

marine plywood

Nails or screws, preferably
galvanised to protect from
rust

Woodworking materials:
saw, hammer, sand paper

and drill
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Spotted
rell Tat-Tikek
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As the name suggests,
Flycatcher is insectivor
on flying insects. It is
that arrives in Malta i
a small population
between mid-May ¢
early October, adul
the breeding areas
sub-Saharan Africa

Breeding in
The Spotted Flycatc
any open woodland
Europe. For breeding
to man-made habitats
and gardens, as well as
coniferous woodland. |
small breeding populatio
recorded since 1971. This
to breed in wooded parks a
gardens with mature trees, esp
ltalian Cypress and Aleppo Pine.
mostly confined to Buskett and the
cemetery at L-Addolorata, but recent
is showing a gradual spreading along the
mainland Malta. 3’

Breeding behaviour
the early stages of breeding the male

es, and leaves.
Ily lays three to )L
incubates the — .
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Habitat and ecoloc
The Tree Sparrow is a reside
Malta, normally breeding |
and August, feeding mai
material, seeds and sma

Breeding in Mc
This species nests in s
in small colonies. It o
areas, preferably in is
bastions, and quarrie
valleys and springs a
as suitable nesting sit
The Maltese breeding
mostly concentrated i
west and northwest of
scattered presence in G
In the last years, the bree
has decrease, not only in
all Europe. The main proble
Sparrow faces in Malta is co
for nesting sites with the large
abundant and more aggressive
Sparrow. Another important threa
loss of nesting sites due to restoratic
old buildings and fortifications.

rarely enter
humans nearby, so the

L S s a.nd should be installed in
d with eathers and animal a quiet place.

fur, no built in small holes or

cavities in walls of old farmhouses and

fortificatio 'ﬂﬂFs igs typically Bird]..i.fe

lays four to ix eggs, which both sexes MALTA



How to ma
Tree Spar‘r‘

Materials
Wood plank of at |
15mm  thick to pr
enough insulation -
marine plywood
Nails or screws,
galvanised to pr
rust
Leather or rubb
Woodworking
saw, hammer,

and drill
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Monitoring ana
maihtehance of your
Monitoring NeSt 3OX

It can take a while before birds get comfortable with the nest
boxes and move in so check every six months for signs of activity.
If there are no birds in that moment, you can look for other signs
such as feathers, nest material, or scratches which will show you
that someone has occupied it!

If your nest box is occupied:
e Minimise disturbance
* Do not approach the nest and observe from a distance
using binoculars
e Contact us and let us know who is inhabiting your nest
box!
Email:info@birdlifemalta.org
Telephone: (+356) 2134764 5/6
Maintenance and cleaning
Nest boxes need to be checked and cleaned annually. Bird nests
are usually infested with various parasites that will remain if not
cleaned which can be become an easy way diseases to spread.
The perfect time for cleaning is October, as the breeding season
is finished and the nest box will be ready before winter, allowing
it to be used as a roost site during cold nights.

Cleaning procedure:

® Remove the nest box and check the outside. If you find
loosened nails, replace them with new ones.

* Open the nest box and remove all the nesting material.
Use a small brush to remove debris from the corners.

* Pour boiling water inside the nest box to kill any parasites
remaining. Never use pesticides or detergents.

* Leave the box with the lid off to dry naturally.

* Re-hangthenestboxinthe samelocation it was previously
installed.

* Check that plants are not encroaching on the nest box
surroundings, giving easy access to predators.
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